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Northern Spirit FC 
13-45 Ridge St 
North Sydney NSW 2060 
Phone: (02) 9460-2187 
Fax: (02) 9460-2183 


E-mall: 
contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Web site: 
www.northernspirit.com.au 


Administration Assistant: 
Danielle Kinsey 


Media Director: 
David Mason 


Youth Development Officer: 
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The establishment versus the brash upstarts. 
Old money versus new. 

Forget the diplomacy. There is a lot of 
personal pride riding on tonight's game. There 
may be two other Sydney teams in the Ericsson 
Cup. But itis the Northern Spirit versus Marconi- 
Fairfield which has the hallmarks of developing 
into the country's premier local derby. 

It is not just that Spirit Chairman Remo 
Nogarotto was once the soccer chairman at Club 
Marconi. It is not just that two former Marconi 
players - Luke Casserly and Michael Cunico - 


championships, and this season the Stallions 
are well placed to add another to their list. 

Yet for all their rich traditions and enviable 
facilities, the feeling remains that Marconi have 
held themselves back. It has long been said that 
if Marconi were to fulfill their potential, then the 
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MICHAEL COCKERILE 


Then along came Perth Glory and immediately 
Marconi knew they had a serious competitor on 
their hands. The arrival of Carlton last season 
increased the sense of urgency. 

Now we have the Northern Spirit, whose off- 
field success in the country's toughest market 
has finally convinced Labozzetta that the time 
has come to release the hounds, 

Marconi have begun to spend decent money 
ona marketing campaign, while next season the 
players are expected to go full time. 

At full tilt, Marconi have the money and 


loss in Adelaide last Sunday. 
But that's what it's all about. 
The Spirit have great ambitions. 
To realise them, they must 
match the games traditional 
heavyweights. Tonight is the 


wien 


(() Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 
(i) All spectators are requested to vacate the ground 
within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 

(Ih) Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 

(\) The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging 
of any ype of object, including fireworks, signal or 
smoke flares is strictly prohibited. 


Phil Moss 


Northern Spirit FC match day 

program produced by: 
Holloway Innovations Pty Ltd 

9 Bolta Place 
Cromer NSW 2099 
Phone: (02) 997-22332 
Fax: (02) 9984-8093 : a 
E-mail: hollyg@one.net.au 


rest of the league would fallin a heap. 

For most of the 1980's, this argument might 
have held true. But in the early 1990's, the likes 
of South Melbourne and Adelaide City began to 
show signs of bridging the gap. 


perfect time to get started. 
* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for 


The Sydney Morning Herald and a 
commentator for Sports Australia. 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au ¢ Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 


Arnold believes Rudan is one of the club's most 
ol ; improved players. ss 

a punishie by a tikhex shasing. ‘Marconi: (an al yaa b Fone "At times he's looked a little raw, but he's 

rich ifi ttacki af: Paton ~ refining his game all the time.and picking up little 

e : “ c attack! ing: things,” he said. "Now I'm playing alongside 

Rudan,> ivailable again after serving a_ai i 


him | can see just how good a player he is 
| match bait, will need to be at his biting best duting coming: 
farebading four-game stretch which will make or. : 


; 
; 
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Rudan, who at 23 still harbours hopes of 
joinging Australia's export exodus to Europe, 
is deriving more pleasure from the game than 
ever. 


"At Sydney United | was, often, hampered by 
injuries and missed a sizea ncof-each: of, 
the three seasons. This time around th 5 


ixth sense to detect his presefice: 


Referees, too, have taken notice of him - in the Ss, 
iteral sense. 3 ‘ 


ash with Sydney Olympic after an ugly flare-up 
with Adem Poric, which had coach Arnold fuming. 


When Rudan made his return to the paddock in 
round three against Carlton, he vowed to Arnold 


"The support 
real buzz and it.liffsthe level of my performer 


* "The chanting from Spirit Pointis a reat plus for us. The fan 


While the | 


finding thelr Pea Gentes $ he would make up for his indiscretion - and slotted Ar nate eye: our own, Barmy Army. | 
5 : & noo fi ighly-enough of them, ¥ 
(ine Geell pati inst Adelaide Sharks home twa goals to seal the Spirit's inaugural 


2-1 win in the Ericsson Cup. ”) The feeling, one suspects, 


two weeks bac! 
have been unyelt Ironically Poric is now his teammate and close 


14 goals in 13 ‘eh off-field pal. 
defensive record inthe leagu Rudan was shown three successive yellow 
"We've been pretty solid in dé cards prior to missing last week's goalless draw 
‘to think I've played a part in the : with Newcastle through suspension. 
"As a defender, getting booked is an 
+ occupational hazard," he said. “But the last 
i |: yellow was for talking back to the’ referee _and 
© that's something I've got to look at.” 


NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT GAME: 
Sunday January 24th, 6.oopm, v Sydney 
Olympic at Belmore Sports Ground 
NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT HOME GAME: S 

Sunday January 26th, 6.oopm, Communications 
v Perth Glory at North Sydney Oval 
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Inside your nearest Monier PGH selection centre, you'll find thousands of 


ideas for the outside of your home. 


And they’re all free. Discover inspiring displays of PGH bricks and pavers. 
And Monier tiles. See walls, paved areas and roofs built to full scale so you 
can get a better idea of what things will look like and what can be achieved. 
Co-ordinate your design ideas and colours with trained consultants. Find 
solutions you wouldn’t have thought possible. And because Monier PGH is all 
about choice, there’s no hard sell. Just lots of free advice to help you build 


your dreams. 


Monier PGH proud to support 
The Northern Spirit 


[SENS | 
Monier PGH 
FOR YOUR NEAREST SELECTION CENTRE RING 131 579 


One of the toughest facets of building a new club is the : 


recruitment of talent, and no one knows that more than 
Northern Spirit Chairman Remo Nogarotto. 

Nogarotto's embryonic plan was over two years in the 
making before the Spirit became a reality and the club 
actually played their first match at North Sydney Oval 
last October. 

And tapping into the local talent is also a major task in 
itself - looking for the next Mark Bosnich, Harry Kewell, 
Graham Arnold or Robbie Slater is a tough task. 

This week Nogarotto announced the introduction of the 
Northern Spirit Soccer Academy, to be held in five 
separate locations over 10 weeks beginning Sunday 
January 31. 

The courses will be controlled by the head of the Spirit's 


Development Richard Alagich and will focus on the : 
¢ University only. 


tactical and technical side of the game, 


There will also be time to put theory into practice with ‘ 
match-ups between teams at the end of each 90 minute .: 
= competitors. 
"It's an opportunity for the kids to learn a thing or two : 


session. 


and for us to identify the most promising kids in the 
area," Alagich said. 


"The next step is to form elite squads during the 
holidays and then down the track it's onto the colts and 


= youth teams and beyond for the players with the most 


promise. 
"The aim is to give the kids a chance to hone their skills 
and tactical awareness and give them something to aim 


* at down the track if they are good enough and keen 


enough to move up to the next level." 
The.clinics, which run:for 10 successive weeks, will be 


: held at Macquarie University, Pittwater High, Hunters 


Hill High, Castle Hill High and The Forest High, and'will 
be visited by Spirit players such as Robbie Slater, 
Graham Amold, Clayton Zane and Daniel Watkins. 

There will be a separate course for goalkeepers under 


¢ the tutorship of Fred Wall, who coached Mark Bosnich 


as a 12-year-old. But it will be limited to Macquarie 


Clinics cost.$220 per student for the full 10 weeks, with 
a free Northern Spirit T-shirt and free soccer ball for all 


Those seeking more information should phone Richard 
Alagich on 02-9977 2992 and enrolments close on 


+ Wednesday, January 27. 
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Local ¢ Intrastate ° Interstate 


International ¢ Courier Specialists 


Vehicle Tracking * Pod’s 


Internet Bookings * Pre Paid Satchels 
Vans ¢ Pushbikes * Motorbikes ° Trucks 


SNAP EXPRESS 


ADDIVISION OF SNAP EMERGENCY COURIERS PTY TD 


SERVICE BEYOND 


YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
- CONSISTENTLY 


TURBINE ADV - 0414620989 
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Ericsson Cup 


Results at 


Ics... 


a glance 


© Matches started 0 Matches as substitute * Indicates 
Yellow Card * Indicates Red Card “Indicates Goal Scored 
NOTE A league and Northern Spirit Appearances and Goals 
updated each round. 


4.JOHN PEROSH 
2,NICHOLAS PURDUE 
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9. ADEM PORIC 
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26,ADAM SNYDER 


//33.PHIL MOSS 
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ERICSSON CUP RESULTS LINE 1900 123 035 CALLS COST 75¢ P/M, PAYPHONES & MOBILES HIGHER COST. 


0111894 73 120, 
L 16 iat 


.com.all 


Web site: www.northernspirit 


Robbie Slater cuts through the Breakers’ defence last Friday night. 


mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au © 
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New FIFA President Sepp Blatter is much-maligned, 
and goodness knows we have every reason to feel : 
disappointed with him here in Australia. : 
But credit where it is due. As far as I'm concerned, : 
Blatter's plan to stage the World Cup every two : 
years is an absolute corker. : 
Not surprisingly, the idea has been greeted with : 
strident criticism from UEFA, the European = 
governing body, and many of the big European ; 
clubs, 
Not surprisingly, there have been claims of : 
commercial over-kill, and placing too many : 
demands on the players. Talk about the pot 

calling the Kettle black. 
On the surface, those claims might 
seem justified, But delve deeper, 
and you can see where Blatter is 
coming from. 

The way | see it, a biennial World 
Cup is all about replacing (ox 
quantity with quality. For a start, 
it should do away with the 
troublesome Confederations Cup - 
a competition which is fast 
becoming a giant logistical nightmare. 
And a World Cup every two years would 

also help to head off the IOC's resident : 
meglomaniac, president Juan Antonio Samaranch. 
Football remains one of the few sports in the world 
that Samaranch can't influence. Long may it stay 
that way. 

Not that the Olympics lack prestige, of course. But 
a bigger game is being played here, and ultimately : 
there can only be one winner. . 
Samaranch wants the world's best players at the : 
Olympics, but FIFA - for good reason - doesn't. The : 
World Cup must remain as the game's showcase. 
The current restriction to players under-23 works = 
well. The football is fabulous, and the Olympics : 
serve their purpose as a bridge between youth and 
senior levels, 
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It is possible for coaches to select three over-age 
players in deference to the IOC, but significantly at 
the last Olympics in Atlanta, the European coaches 
chose not to. 

The timing of Blatter's announcement - coming just 
before he met Samaranch in Lausanne - suggested 
the obvious: That FIFA wants to remind the IOC that 
the Olympics need football more than football 
heeds the Olympics. 


: Butitis not just about the Olympics. The big picture 


is FIFA'S desire to re-assert its control over a sport 
which is rapidly being ripped apart by money. 
Television and sponsors have changed the 
face of club football in Europe, and it is 
in Europe where most of the game's 
financial strength lies. 
By raising the stakes so 
zs dramatically, these commercial 
interests have placed the big 
clubs on a collision course with 
international football. Which, of 
course FIFA controls. 
The club versus country debate 
now underpins every facet of the 
game, and FIFA - quite rightly - believes 
this has got to stop. 
A biennial World Cup in which the continental 
championships would act as the qualifying process 
rather than individual matches (there were over 
700 qualifiers for France 98) would put fixtures 
between national teams back on their pedestal. 
That may not suit the Europeans, but it suits 
virtually everyone else. 


< 


+ Club football has its merits, but it is international 


football which raises the passion and excitement to 
another level. 

Blatter is right to remind the vested interests of this 
fact. 


* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The 
Sydney Morning Herald and a commentator for 
Sports Australia. é 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au ¢ Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 


We're behind our 


future Champions 
as much as you are. 


Increase 

productivity 
and profitability | eh robi 
for your home user. With atlas that offer incredible 
business with value and backed by Incredible Home Office 


The Incredible PC. | 
Built by Incredible 
' Home Office Sales 


and Rental to satisfy 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll 


find it an Incredible PC too. 


Incredible value 
PC packages 


4 George Place, Artarmon, 
NSW 2064. 


Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


| SYDNEY. SHOWROOMS 
4 Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 
¢ Collaroy: 9971 6324 
¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 
9344 7022 
4 Northbridge: 9958 6707 
¢ Parramatta: 9683 6066 
4 Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 
4 Punchbowl: 9759 6144 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of 
exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 


Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, 
exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
come together under one roof, together with an 

unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 


¢ Maroul 


Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 
assist you in colour co-ordination, product 


knowledge and technical and fixing advice. 


LIVERPOOL, 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


Expect the Best! 


TILECRAFT 
CERAMICS 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au www.tilecraft.com.au 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 
¢ Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
$ Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 
Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 
# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


COMMERCIAL DIVISION 
+ Lidcombe: 9737 9300 


NORTH SYDNEY 


LEAGUES 


co the place to Gel 


Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


*TOP ENTERTAINMENT 
*RESTAURANTS, 
*SPORTING FACILITIES 


*MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
*POKIE PROMOTIONS 
*BARS AND MORE 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB: 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433, 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on your key 
ting turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got : 
ae Italian Sport 
Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn’t done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel. 
Itis also an effective intruder alarm. 


For further information contact 
HPM on 1800 807 000. 


MA RE OND FAD PFLELD] +. \wive smitn: scottish uty who began a 


Ericcson Cup career with Wollongong Wolves 

MICHAEL COCKERILL'S PLAYER PROFILE SOO ELCO en Sete aia itl 
the club’after briefly returning to Scotland. 
12, Joe Bruni; Lively striker and a Marconi junior 
in his first season with the top squad. 
43. Danny Invincible: Speedy flanker who 
followed coach Frank Farina to Marconi’ this 
season from’ Brisbane Strikers, Started in the 
first'team, but has recently been) out of favour. 
14, Buddy Farah: Fringe Olyroo who almost 
walked out of the club early this season beforeia 
heart-to-heart with Farina changed’ his mind. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 
COLOURS; White, red & maroon‘trim wurthen | 
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1. Ante Covic: One of the Ericsson Cup's most 
promising keepers, has been sidelined for the 
past six weeks with a fractured wrist. 


2. Chad Gibson: Has been a revelation since 


‘semar souso 
: coming into the side last month. Versatile, 


u (ona EERO SH ' intelligent and determined, can play in defence 
Nicholas PURDUE ‘ fe or midfield, 


' { 3. Mark Babic; Socceroo defender who rarely 
Eddy BOSNAR \ gets flustered. Strong in the air and committed 


N 


_. on the ground. Always composed in tight ‘ 

lan CROOK * ature y P Sil | Strong defender with good skills, " 

; $_|_Mark RUDAN : ) 4. Marcus Phillips: English central midfielder 1 1° Maurovan meh el! ponte AIS graduate 

Wl 6 | Luke CASSERLY H brought to Australia last year by Sydney United | Who enjoyed! a prolonged’ spell’ with) the first z 

H H player/coach David Mitchell and'was a former ; team last Season, but has been used) only 

fy 7 |_Kresimir MARUSIC : teammate at Swindon Town, Has good skills, 1 SParingly this season. i 

t " H good vision and a high workrate. Often takes ! 47, Francis Awaritefe; Nigerian-born, English: : 

i 8 |_Robbie SLATER ; free kicks. bred striker who has won a handful of caps for a 

i Graham ARNOLD 3) { 5, Dominic Longo: Socceroo defender who hada § the Socceroos. One of the league's most th 

aol ehhh H |) couple of seasons in Belgium before returning endearing personalities, and one’ of its: most 

: i home three years ago. Renowned for his tough , Successful ey aa veteran ne ee 

' i tackling and his strength in the air. enjoying one of his best seasons. A mode ., 
Sexy, yes! hee 41 |_Troy CRANNEY H 5 By professional, 4 


But it’s what's on 
the inside that counts!! 
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LATEx 


PERFORMANCE 
SZ 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 
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6.-Kim Pan-keun: One of the best imports to 
grace the Ericsson Cup. Captain of South Korea 
in both the 1990 and 1994 World Cups. Can play 
anywhere in defence or midfield. Has been 
sidelined for six weeks witha knee injury. 

7. Christian Care; All-action midfielder who has 
worked hard to win a’place in'the side. Likes to 
get forward. 


8, Darren McDonald: Often underrated, a 
Marconi junior who is now in his third season 
with the first team. Good passer and a strong 
tackler. 


49. Brendan Renaud; Left-sided flanker who has 
recently been sidelined through injury. Fierce 
competitor, lovely crosser and surely destined 
for the national team, 

20. David/Aceski: Reserve goalkeeper thrust into 
the fray over the past month following the injury 
to Covic, Has looked/unsteady at times, but-has 
also produced some wonderfulsaves, 

21. Luke Tomich: Young striker whosé chances 
have been limited. 


22, Kris Trajanovski; Socceroo striker with a 
fantastic scoring record for the 
hationalteam. Has played with = 
a host of NSL clubs and also # 
had a spell in Horig Kong. a 
23. Vlado Zoric: Skilful left- i, , 


athe) 

IN nthe 
footed playmaker whose aie | 
workrate is sometimes : 


questioned, but whose t dh 
influence on a game is often f . 
decisive, sol 


paAeance : 9. Sean Babic: Spent most of the past two 
months on the injured list. Dynamic striker with 
a blistering turn of pace and’a keen eye for goal. 


Fringe Socceroo. 

10. Brad Maloney: Club captain and one of the 
best midfielders in the country. Finally rewarded 
with his first Socceroo caps last year after 
being overlooked for several years. Uncanny 
ability to make late runs into the box, which 
often results in goals. 


Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 
Australian Distributors: Australia's Power Brands Pty Ltd, H 
PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. y 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933 


The official ball supplier to: 


Communications 


GREA Tas 


CHAMPIONS 


A WINNING & 


G3 Communications. Proud sponsors of Northern Spirit. Freecall 1300 658 989 www.g3c.com.au 


